
   

BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL 2020 
This summer, let us be connected through books in the marvelous world of reading. 

Nurturing a love of reading has many rewards! 

Rising 6th Grade 

6th grade students will need to read two required book. They will read and complete an 
assignment for Merci Suárez Changes Gears and Fever 1793   

 The assignments will be due on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 19, 2020 

Teachers will follow up with additional meaningful discussions and assignments in class once 
school resumes, and this may include a quiz on the material.  

1st Book: Merci Suárez Changes Gears by Meg Medina 

Merci Suarez knew that sixth grade would be different, but she had no idea just how different. 
For starters, Merci has never been like the other kids at her private school in Florida, because she 
and her older brother, Roli, are scholarship students. They don’t have a big house or a fancy 
boat, and they have to do extra community service to make up for their free tuition. Merci 
navigates difficult changes with friends, family, and everyone in her sixth grade year. 

2nd Book: Fever 1793 by Laurie Hales Anderson  

During the summer of 1793, Mattie Cook lives above the family coffee shop with her widowed 
mother and grandfather. Mattie spends her days avoiding chores and making plans to turn the 
family business into the finest Philadelphia has ever seen. But then the fever breaks out.  

The assignment for Fever 1793 will be STREAM activities that will be completed during the 
first weeks of school. 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Project 

“I don't know what is going to happen next year, no one does. But that's OK. 
I can handle it, I decide. It's just a harder gear, and I am ready. All I have to do is 
take a deep breath and ride.” ~ Merci Suárez  

Merci Suárez’s life is changing. She is in middle school, her grandfather is acting strange and 
some of the girls at her new school are mean. In order for Merci to handle 6th grade, she decides 
that a scrapbook will be a great way to remember that transition year. Your job is to create a 
scrapbook with details of Merci’s life and events. Your scrapbook should include the following: 

Page 1: Cover with title of book, author and your name. 

Page 2: Describe Merci; real name, school, likes, dislikes, a quote from the book, what happens 
with soccer, etc. 

Page 3: Merci is bilingual- Look for 20 Spanish words in the book and write them and their 
translations 

Page 4: Family: Draw One of Las Casitas and write/draw who lives in the house. 

Page 5: Choose one of the following characters and Describe with a picture and words:          
Roli, Michael, Lolo, Edna 

Page 6: Egyptian Project: include pictures of 3-5 famous Egyptian landmarks 

Page 7: Merci is Cuban-American. Give Examples that include items related to Cuba or 
Traditional Cuban Nochebuena 

Page 8: Merci’s Christmas Gift 

Page 9: At the movies, Merci shows everyone her bitmoji decked out with swag from her 
favorite movie. If you were to create your own bitmoji, what would your bitmoji look like? 
Explain the meaning behind your choice. 

Page 10: End Cover 

You can use construction paper to make your project. Remember you don’t write in paragraphs 
when you create a scrapbook. Write in either sentences/words that bring up the memories. You 
can draw, make people out of magazines, or create and print out on the computer, etc.   

If you research scrapbook for kids on the web, there are many images that might give you ideas 
to make the scrapbook on Merci. So have fun, be creative and make it your own. 

 

 

 


