
   
BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL 2020 

  This summer, let us be connected through books in the marvelous world of reading. 
Nurturing a love of reading has many rewards! 

 
Rising 3rd Graders 

The summer reading book is Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 
 
One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local supermarket for 
some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is no ordinary dog. It’s 
because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. In fact, as Opal admits, just about 
everything that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie 
 

Projects for Because of Winn-Dixie – Choose ONE 
1. Make a timeline of important events that happened in the book.  

There should be at least 8 events.  
2. Write an alternative (different) ending to the story. This should be at least one 

paragraph.   
3. Write a letter to one of the main characters in this book. This should be at least one 

paragraph and follow proper letter format.  
4.  Construct a diorama (three-dimensional scene) which includes models of people,   
      building, plants, and animals of one of the main events of the book.  
      Include a written description of the scene.  
 

STEM Projects for Because of Winn-Dixie-Choose ONE 
Engineering and Design 

1. Opal and Winn-Dixie visit many building/landmarks in their town of Naomi. You are to 
design a 3D model of of one the buildings in Naomi. It could be the Pick It Quick, Miss 
Fanny’s Library, Opal’s trailer, the supermarket or any strucutre that you pick. Be creatuve 
and have fun! 
2. Design and build a model for a dog-washing machine. Write about how the machine work. 
 
Bring your book and projects on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 19 
 
 
 
 



 
Other Fun Books to Read: 
• Muggie Maggie by Beverly Cleary   
• Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by Beverly Cleary   
• (Any Beverly Cleary book is a good choice.) 
• SuperFudge by Judy Blume    
• Otherwise Known as Sheila the Great by Judy Blume   
• (Any Judy Blume book is a good choice.) 
• Mr. Popper's Penguins by Richard Atwater   
• Encyclopedia Brown series by Donald Sobol  
• "Secrets of Droon" series by Tony Abbott   
• Magic Tree House series by Mary Pope Osborne  
• Boxcar Children series by Gertrude Chandler Warner    
 
Recommended for more challenging reading:   
• Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder    
• Children of the Lamp by P. Kerr   
• Stuart Little by E.B. White    
• Charlotte's Web by E.B. White    
• Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett   
• Black Stallion by Walter Farley     
• Heidi by Johanna Spyri   
 


