
Blessed Sacrament School Summer Reading List for Rising 7th and 8th Graders      2012 
 
WHY:   
We encourage all middle school students to read throughout the summer to enhance reading 
enjoyment while increasing reading proficiency.   
 
WHAT: 
To support these goals, 7th grade students will need to read one required book and one book of 
their choice from the designated list. 8th graders will need to read two required books. 
 
HOW: 
1) During/after reading, 7th grade students should complete a book report form for their novel of 
choice.  
 
2) For the required novel, students will complete  study questions, which is different from the 
book report form. Seventh graders will complete a specific set of questions for Freak the Mighty.  
Eighth graders will complete a specific set of questions for Leap of Faith and Phineas Gage: A 
Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science. 
 
3) The two forms will be due on the first day of school.  7th graders will need one completed book 
report form for the book chosen from the list, and the study questions for your required book. 8th 
graders will have two completed study questions for their required readings.  Teachers will follow 
up with additional meaningful discussions and assignments in class once school resumes, and this 
may include a quiz on the material. You may also e-mail the reports to your teacher before the 
first day of school, Wednesday, August 22, 2012. Don’t forget to bring the book.  
 
7th Grade Required Reading: Freak the Mighty– Author: Rodman Philbrick 
 The novel is about two boys – a slow learner stuck in the body of a teenage giant and a 
tiny Einstein in leg braces who forge a unique friendship when they pair up to create one 
formidable human force. 
There is a set of questions specifically for this novel that must be completed by the first 
day of school when these questions and answers will be collected. These questions may 
be downloaded from the school website. 
 
8th Grade- 1st Required Reading:  Leap of Faith-Author: Kimberly Bradley 
Abigail is starting a new middle school, a Catholic school, because she’s been expelled 
from her old one. She’s sure that this place will be just the same as the last, and no one 
will listen to her here either. Even her parents don’t seem able to really hear the truth 
about what happened at the previous school. But now she finds herself in a community of 
people who do listen, who want to be her friends, and who help her discover a talent for 
theater that she never knew she had. Converting to Catholicism began merely as a way to 
annoy her parents, but quickly it becomes more. Could she be developing real faith? 
Kimberly Brubaker Bradley masterfully tells the tale of Abigail’s spiritual journey and 
the faith that comes to those who need it. The set of may be downloaded from the school 
website. 
 
 
 



8th Grade 2nd Required Reading: Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain 
Science- 
Author: John Fleischman 
Phineas Gage was truly a man with a hole in his head. A railroad construction foreman, 
Phineas was blasting rock near Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848 when a thirteen-pound iron 
rod was shot through his brain. Miraculously, he survived another eleven years and 
became a textbook case in brain science. But he was forever changed by the accident, and 
what happened inside his brain will tell you a lot about how your brain works and what 
makes us who we are. 
 
Please read the blurbs taken from the book covers www.amazon.com to get an idea of 
which book you might like. 
 
 7th graders should select ONE of the titles below which they have NOT read. 
 
Airborn                                                                           Kenneth Oppel 

Bronx Masquerade                                                        Nikki Grimes 

Chicken Boy                                                                  Frances O’Roark Dowell 

Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo  

Marines of World War Two                                           Joseph Bruchac 

Dead End in Norvelt                                                       Jack Gantos 

Death Cloud                                                                   Andrew Lane 

Diamonds in the Shadow                                               Caroline B. Cooney 

Drums, Girls & Dangerous Pie                                      Jordan Sonnenblick 

Everlost                                                                           Neal Shusterman 

Flush                                                                               Carl Hiaasen 

George Washington, Spymaster: How the  

Americans Outspied the British and Won the  

Revolutionary War                                                           Thomas B. Allen 

The Graveyard Book                                                        Neil Gaiman 

Jeremy Fink and the Meaning of Life                             Wendy Mass 

Just Ella *                                                                         Margaret Peterson Haddix 

Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for  

Justice for the USS Indianapolis                                      Peter Nelson 

The Nine Pound Hammer                                                John Claude Bemis 

Out of My Mind                                                                Sharon M. Draper 

http://www.amazon.com/


Peak                                                                                   Roland Smith 

Peter and the Starcatchers                                               Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 

Saraswati’s Way                                                                Monica Schroder 

Stones in Water                                                                 Donna Jo Napoli 

Storm Warriors                                                                  Elisa Carbone 

Under the Mesquite                                                           Guadalupe Garcia McCall 

The Wednesday Wars                                                        Gary D. Schmidt 

White Fang *                                                                     Jack London 

 

**Just Ella (Aladdin Paperback Edition)   *White Fang (Puffin Books; Complete & 
Unabridged 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Summer Reading Book Report Form for 7th Grade.  You may e-mail the completed 
form to Mrs. Vorp at jvorp@bssknights.org 
 
Name: ______________________________ 
Grade: ___________________________________ 
Book Title:  ______________________________ 
Number of Pages: _________________________ 
Book Author: _____________________________ 
  
Brief Plot Summary:  What is the book about? Summarize the plot of the book in  
eight to ten complete sentences.   
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Favorite Scene:  Describe with details the setting of your favorite scene in the book.  
Be sure to include where and when this scene took place. Write in complete 
sentences. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Interesting Character:  Pick the character you think is the most interesting. What 
attributes (characteristics) does this character possess that make that character 
especially interesting to you?  Name at least three traits and give specific examples 
from the story of the character displaying each trait.  Write in complete sentences. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conflict and Resolution:  Describe the major problem in the story which the 
protagonist (central character) must overcome and describe how the problem was 
solved.  Be specific.  Write in complete sentences. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
What is one thing you would change about the story?  Would you recommend this 
book? Why or why not?  Write in complete sentences. 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 



Study Questions for 7th Grade Required Summer Reading: Freak the Mighty 
 
Answer these questions in complete sentences and in paragraph form. It needs to be typed 
on the computer; 12 font and Times New Roman. Bring your book, answers and 
discussion questions on the first day of school or e-mail them to Mrs. Vorp 
(jvorp@bssknights.org) by the first day of school, Wednesday, August 22. Don’t forget 
your name! 
 
Name __________________________________  Grade ______________________  
 
 
Fill in the blank with the nicknames that Freak & Max used to refer to the characters or 
things: 
Tony D. _____________ or _____________    Loretta Lee ________________________  
 
Max  ______________________________      Kevin ____________________________  
 
Max’s Dad __________________________    Max’s Grandfather __________________  
 
Max’s Grandmother ___________________    Kevin’s Mother _____________________  
   
Max’s bedroom ______________________     Max & Kevin together _______________  
 
Answer the following questions about Max: 
 
1.  At the beginning of the book, Max is in LD classes. What does LD stand for?  
 
2.  Why does he leave the LD classes?  
 
3.  Max says he never had what until Freak came along?  
 
4.  What did Max witness his father doing?  
 
5. (ch. 25) When Max says, “I don’t know if this makes sense, but for a long time I felt 
like I was a balloon and somebody had let the air out of me,” what is he talking about?  
 
Answer the following questions about Kevin: 
 
6.  When Freak and Max were watching the fireworks, what did Freak call the explosions 
in the sky?  
 
7. What is Freak’s favorite story?  
 
8. Freak fantasizes and creates adventures about what character that he has read about?    
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9. What was Freak’s favorite food – when he wants more of this food, he says, “Please, 
sir, more gruel”?  What happened while he was eating this food?  
  
 
10.  Dr. Spivak says that she could explain to Max in medical terms how Freak died, but 
instead she gives him a simple explanation.  Why did Freak die?  
 
11.  Why did Kevin invent the fantasy of the bionic body?  
 
Answer the following questions about Freak the Mighty: 
 
12. What did Max and Freak wear when they went on the sewer quest? What did they 
find on the quest?  Who did this lead them to meet?  
 
13. What does Max take to the hospital and play with outside Freak’s window, hoping 
that Freak will see it?  Max then leaves it on the end of Freak’s bed.  
 
14. What did Freak give to Max before he died?  What did he want him to do with it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Study Questions for Leap of Faith      8th Grade Religion Required Summer Reading 
 
Name_______________________________                  Date______________________ 
 
Answer these questions in complete sentences and in paragraph form. It needs to be typed 
on the computer; 12 font and Times New Roman. Bring your answers and discussion 
questions on the first day of school or e-mail them to Mrs. Kearney 
(ckearney@bssknights.org) by the first day of school, Wednesday, August 22. 
 

Leap of Faith –Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
 

1. What is the name of Abby’s new school? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. Why is she going to a Catholic School? 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. What was Abby’s response when the priest told her she would have daily Religion 
class?  
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4. Where did Abby and her parents go for Thanksgiving? How was it? 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
5.  Briefly describe each of the characters below  

A. Abby_______________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Jenna ______________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Chris ______________________________________________________________________________ 

D. Brett McAvery ___________________________________________________________________ 

E. Mrs. Moffett ______________________________________________________________________ 

F. Mrs. Sumner______________________________________________________________________ 

G. Father Micah______________________________________________________________________ 

H. Mr. Spanish _______________________________________________________________________ 
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I. Mrs. Brashares __________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Describe Abby’s relationship with her parents. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What does being “called” mean to you?  

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

8.  If God called you on the phone, what three things would you ask Him or tell Him? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 



 

9. “If you forgive someone, it changes you not them, if you DON’T forgive someone, it 

changes you not them!” What does that mean to you? 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

10. Have you ever taken a leap of faith? Tell about the leap.  If not, briefly tell about 

Abby’s leap of faith. 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Study Questions for Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story About Brain Science 
by John Fleischman 
 
Name__________________________________                         Date________________ 
Grade: 8th  
 
Directions: After you read each chapter answer the study guide questions in complete sentences. 
Some questions are asking about facts, some ask you to summarize, other questions ask you to 
make connections or state opinions. Be sure to read each question carefully and answer 
appropriately in complete sentences and in paragraph form. It needs to be typed on the computer; 
12 font and Times New Roman. Bring your answers and discussion questions on the first day of 
school or e-mail it to Mrs. Vorp (jvorp@bssknights.org) by the first day of school, Wednesday, 
August 22. Don’t forget your name! 
 
Chapter 1 "Horrible Accident in Vermont" (Pp. 1-22) 
1. When did Phineas' lucky/unlucky accident happen? (include date; month and year, you 
get an extra point for the time of day) 
2. Describe the accident that changed Phineas' life. 
3. The author asks the reader to think about whether Phineas was lucky or unlucky. The 
fact that Phineas' brain injury was an "open brain injury" was lucky in one way, but 
unlucky in another. Explain how and why the open nature of the wound was both lucky 
and unlucky. 
4. Why did the railroad contractors decide not to hire Phineas back after his recovery? 
5. At this point in your reading, do you think Phineas was lucky or unlucky? Explain your 
reasons for thinking so. 
 
Chapter 2   "What we thought about how we thought” (Pp. 23-42) 
6. Make a T-chart or Venn diagram comparing the photo on p.25 with a modern 
operating room. 
7. Which lobe did the tamping rod pass through during Phineas' accident? 
8. Explain what the "Whole Brainer" believed about the human brain. What do you think 
about their beliefs? 
9. Explain what the "Localizers/Phrenologists" believed about the human brain. What do 
you think about their beliefs? Who do you agree with the most, Whole Brainers or 
Localizers? 
 
Chapter 3 "Following Phineas Gage (Pp. 43-64) 
10. How did Phineas die? How old was Phineas when he died? 
11. Why do you think Dr. Harlow wanted to do an autopsy of Phineas' brain after he died? 
12. What did Phineas' doctor mean when he wrote that, "Gage was no longer Gage," after 
the accident? Explain how Phineas changed due to the accident. (P. 59) 
 
Chapter 4   "Putting Phineas Together Again" (Pp. 65-75) 
14. How did Dr. Hanna Damasio "reconstruct" Phineas' brain to discover exactly what 
parts of his brain were destroyed? 
15.  What did you think of the book? What did you find most interesting? Would you 
recommend it to a friend? 
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